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April 2017 

        

 

 

 

Dear Student Honorees and Families, 

 

Welcome to the 42nd Annual Black Caucus of Faculty and Staff Awards and Recognition Program! It 

is my honor to congratulate today’s student honorees on your tremendous success and to thank you for 

your dedication to making Purdue University a great place for all.  

 

This annual event shines a well-deserved spotlight on the many impressive achievements of our  

students. You exemplify the qualities that make Boilermakers special — hard work, dedication, strong 

leadership, and a passion for making a positive impact in your community. Partners in industry,  

academia and public service recognize this, and tell us time and again that they seek out our graduates 

for that very reason. 

 

To the family and friends who have joined you here today, thank you for inspiring, supporting and  

encouraging these students. You are an essential part of the Purdue family. The members of our Black 

Caucus of Faculty and Staff also deserve congratulations today, because it is they who lead by  

example and do an extraordinary job of motivating and mentoring our students. Thank you for your 

hard work and commitment to the success of your students.  

 

To today’s honorees, congratulations on your outstanding success. We admire your accomplishments 

and are grateful for your commitment to excellence both in and out of the classroom. Keep up the 

great work.  

 

 Sincerely, 

 

  

 

 

                                                                              Mitchell E. Daniels, Jr.  

 President 
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Purdue Black Caucus of Faculty and Staff 

 

April 15, 2017 

Dear Colleagues, Friends, Honored Guest and Students, 

It is with great enthusiasm that I extend greetings on behalf of the Purdue Black Caucus of 

Faculty and Staff and welcome you to our 42nd Annual Academic and Service Award Cele-

bration. This year we will honor over 200 students for their academic excellence, extraordi-

nary service and exceptional leadership. Our honorees represent many disciplines from 

across the West Lafayette campus. Their presence and hard work have made, and will con-

tinue to make, significant contributions to Purdue University, the State of Indiana and 

throughout the global community. 

The Academic and Service Awards Program is the Caucus’ signature event that is made 

possible by the many contributions, both in-kind and monetary, from faculty, staff, univer-

sity administration, parents, and friends. We are proud to acknowledge that this program is 

the single-largest gathering of African-American students and their families on Purdue’s 

campuses. It is also the largest University-wide, trans-disciplinary annual awards program 

that is planned and executed solely by faculty, staff, and volunteer contributions. This pro-

gram enables the Caucus to highlight one of our key by-laws, to promote charitable and ed-

ucational activities that ensures the welfare and health of our African-American students. 

A special thank you for your attendance today and continued support of our outstanding 

honorees. We invite you to attend the reception immediately following this program. We 

would also ask that you support the businesses and contributors that made this celebration 

possible. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Pamala V. Morris, Chair 

Purdue Black Caucus of Faculty and Staff 
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Melody Birmingham-Byrd 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Melody Birmingham-Byrd is president of Duke Energy's Indiana operations, the state's largest electric utility, serving 

approximately 810,000 customers in 69 of Indiana's 92 counties. She is responsible for Duke Energy's regulatory,  

governmental relations, economic development and community affairs work in Indiana. Byrd assumed her current  

position in June 2015. 

 

Previously, Byrd served as senior vice president of Midwest delivery operations for Duke Energy. She oversaw the 

operations of the company's electric distribution system in Indiana, Ohio and Kentucky, including construction,  

maintenance, operations, engineering and resource and project management. 

 

Prior to the merger between Duke Energy and Progress Energy in July 2012, Byrd served as vice president of the 

Southern Region for Progress Energy Carolinas. With more than 23 years of leadership and managerial experience  

in the electric and automotive manufacturing industries, she has served in the roles of general manager of distribution 

maintenance and construction, director of distribution resource management and construction, manager of  

transmission maintenance and resource management, and superintendent of maintenance at the Robinson fossil plant. 

 

Byrd holds a Bachelor of Science degree in organizational leadership and management from Purdue University and a 

Master of Business Administration degree from Strayer University. She completed Progress Energy's Leadership  

Development Program at the University of North Carolina's Kenan-Flagler School of Business and the Contract  

Management Program at Clemson University. She is also a licensed project management professional through the  

Project Management Institute. In 2016, Byrd was awarded an honorary degree of Doctor of Humane Letters from 

Saint-Mary of the Woods College in Terre Haute, Ind. 

 

Byrd currently serves on the boards of directors of the Indiana Electric Association, the Indiana Chamber of  

Commerce, Special Olympics Indiana, Central Indiana Corporate Partnership, American Association of Blacks in  

Energy, and is an incoming board member of the United Way of Central Indiana. She is also a member of the Power 

Delivery Committee for the Association of Edison Illuminating Companies and serves as a member of The Executive  

Leadership Council. She is a past board member of the South Carolina Chamber of Commerce, Greater Florence 

Chamber of Commerce, Francis Marion University Foundation, McLeod Hospital Foundation and the South Carolina 

Governor's School of Science and Mathematics Foundation. Byrd has also chaired the Excellence in Education  

Committee for the South Carolina Chamber of Commerce and served on the Healthcare Steering Committee. 
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Opening — Pamala Morris, Assistant Dean Diversity Programs  

Welcome — Debasish Dutta, Executive Vice President for Academic Affairs and Provost  

Invocation —  James J. Foster, Pastor, Living Truth Christ Church 

National Anthem & Black National Anthem — Aarion Cook, All Sing (pages 8 & 9) 

Introduction of Speaker — Dorothy Reed, Assistant Dean of Engagement 

Speaker — Melody Birmingham-Byrd, State President, Duke Energy, Indiana Operations 

Academic Awards —  Zenephia Evans, Director, Science Diversity Office 

Service & Leadership Awards — Venetria Patton, Head, School of Interdisciplinary 

Studies and Professor, English, and African American Studies 

Clara E. Bell Award — David Rollock, Professor, Clinical Psychology 

Special Recognition Awards —  Baraka Corley, Black Cultural Center, Program and 

Facility Manager   

Purdue Black Alumni Organization Scholarship — Darren Henry, Managing Director,  

Cornell A. Bell Business Opportunity Program 

Closing — Pamala Morris, Assistant Dean Diversity Programs  

 

Reception 1:00pm  

Purdue East & West Faculty Lounges 

Purdue Memorial Union  
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The Star Spangled Banner 
 

By Francis Scott Key 

 

 

Oh, say can you see, by the dawn’s early light, 

What so proudly we hailed 

At the twilight’s last gleaming? 

Whose broad stripes and bright stars, 

Through the perilous fight, 

O’er the ramparts we watched,  

Were so gallantly streaming? 

And the rockets’ red glare, 

The bombs bursting in air 

Gave proof through the night 

That our flag was still there. 

O say, does that star-spangled banner yet wave 

O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave? 
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Lift Every Voice and Sing 

By James Weldon Johnson 

 

Lift ev’ry voice and sing, 

Till earth and heaven ring, 

Ring with the harmonies of Liberty; 

Let our rejoicing rise 

High as the list’ning skies, 

Let it resound loud as the rolling sea. 

Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us, 

Sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us; 

Facing the rising sun of our new day begun, 

Let us march on till victory is won. 

 

Stony the road we trod, 

Bitter the chast’ning rod, 

Felt in the days when hope unborn had died; 

Yet with a steady beat, 

Have not our weary feet 

Come to the place for which our fathers sighed? 

We have come over a way that with tears has been watered. 

We have come, treading our path through the blood of the slaughtered, 

Out from the gloomy past, 

Till now we stand at last 

Where the white gleam of our bright star is cast. 

 

God of our weary years, 

God of our silent tears, 

Thou who hast brought us thus far on the way; 

Thou who hast by Thy might, 

Led us into the light, 

Keep us forever in the path, we pray. 

Lest our feet stray from the places, our God, where we met Thee, 

Lest our hearts, drunk with the wine of the world, we forget Thee; 

Shadowed beneath They hand, 

May we forever stand, 

True to our God, 

True to our native land. 
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The Black Caucus  

The Caucus traces its roots to discussions and informal meetings among African American faculty and 

staff on the Purdue University West Lafayette campus in the Fall of 1970.  The concept for an organized 

group of Black faculty and staff initially was circulated by Dr. Buchanan, who held the position of       

Coordinator of Black Student Programs at the time.  These discussions continued over the next few years 

until September, 1974, when faculty and staff members responded positively to a proposal from Mr. Sam 

Hay, Director of Africana Studies and Research Center, to develop a more formal organizational  

structure.  An ad hoc leadership group began planning for the goal with monthly meetings at the old Black 

Cultural Center. 

 

Under a constitution ratified in December 1974, African American faculty and staff members voted on 

April 17, 1975 to establish the Black Faculty and Staff Council of Purdue University,  and elected as its 

first officers Dr. Luther Williams (Chairperson), Ms. Marion Blalock (Vice Chairperson), Dr. Darlene 

[Clark-] Hine (Recording Secretary–Treasurer), Mrs. Helen Bass Williams (Corresponding Secretary), 

Mr. Kenneth McNight (Parliamentarian), Capt. Jerome Adams, Mr. Samuel Hay, and Ms. Phoebe     

Coleman (Members-at-Large).  Purdue President Arthur G. Hansen was duly notified later that month.  

By the Spring of 1976, the organization became known as the Black Caucus of Faculty and Staff. 

 

The basic purpose, goals, and objectives of the Caucus have remained consistent across the life of the   

organization, and are articulated most clearly in its Constitution and Bylaws (1984): 

“The purpose of the Purdue Black Caucus of Faculty and Staff shall be: 

(a) To identify and act upon those issues which affect Black people at Purdue University and the greater 

Lafayette community, especially as they relate to the function of the University; 

(b) To institute and maintain an effective and positive relationship between the University and its Black 

constituency both on and off campus; 

(c) To reinforce self-awareness among Black people by implementing programs and activities designed to 

achieve these aims; 

(d) To gather and disseminate information about available talent, opportunities, and activities that will 

provide the University with a comprehensive understanding of the dynamics of the Black experience; 

(e) To carry out other activities of a charitable and educational nature to promote the welfare of Black 

faculty, staff, and students.” 

 

From its earliest years, the Caucus undertook monitoring the number and status of African American staff 

and students at Purdue, providing mutual support, and engaging upper administration in planning for 

change and advancement on matters of concern.  One important, visible, and consistent function has been 

the Annual Awards Program.  Initially begun as an “Academic Support Fund Dance” that raised money 

for academic merit awards and a possible emergency loan fund, the Caucus distributed 30 “incentive 

awards” to Black students for the end of the 1975-76 academic year.  The Second Annual Academic   

Support Fund Dance honored 60 outstanding Purdue Undergraduates with cash awards, gifts, and         

certificated for excellence in scholarship, community service, and leadership.  Continuing its tradition of 

honoring students using only voluntary donations, this 41st Annual Program will honor over 150          

undergraduates of African descent at Purdue University. 

 

 

PURDUE BLACK CAUCUS OF FACULTY & STAFF 

P.O. BOX 2935, WEST LAFAYETTE, IN 47996-2935 
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 Freshman Honorees  
Name School/College 

Adams, Nathaniel Polytechnic Institute 

Adeniji, Daniel A. Pre-Pharmacy 

Akande, Ayomide D. First Year Engineering 

Akpe, Chibuzo O. College of Science 

Allen, Camden M. School of Management 

Anderson, A'dreana R. College of Liberal Arts 

Arthur, Alexia N. Polytechnic Institute 

Asemota, Ayana A. First Year Engineering 

Babb, Jessica E. Exploratory Studies 

Baker, Marcus E. Polytechnic Institute 

Bates, Summer L. Polytechnic Institute 

Belton, Krystapher Pre-Pharmacy 

Benbow, Lauren E. Polytechnic Institute 

Berry, Bernard G. Polytechnic Institute 

Bolden, Claire E. College of Science 

Bowen, Kiana N. Polytechnic Institute 

Bowry, Paige L. College of Liberal Arts 

Bryant, Jade M. Polytechnic Institute 

Buelow, Kaitlyn A. College of Science 

Campana, Ethan T. Polytechnic Institute 

Campbell, Jeremiah First Year Engineering 

Carter, Ethan E. College of Science 

Christon, Jacqueline N. Exploratory Studies 

Clark, Austin J. Polytechnic Institute 

Coats, Elizabeth B. School of Management 

Colston, John C. Polytechnic Institute 

Cooper, Meagan Z. School of Management 

Cosby, Cyan C. College of Health & Human Sciences 

Crawford, Marciela M. College of Education 

Criddle, Alexander J. School of Management 

Donaldson, Chanise B. Polytechnic Institute 

Dorsey, Myia M. College of Liberal Arts 

Ebikwo, Nathan I. School of Management 

Elias, George M. First Year Engineering 

Fahrholz, Chynna College of Health & Human Sciences 
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Freshman Honorees 

Name School/College 

Fields, Tavon A. Polytechnic Institute 

Foster, Cassandra D. Polytechnic Institute 

Gathura, Geoffrey M. First Year Engineering 

Gborigi, Abdulganiyu O. Pre-Pharmacy 

Hairston, Tiffany College of Education 

Harrison, Jordan A. School of Management 

Hornbuckle, Kenneth J. School of Management 

Howell, Tylece A. Polytechnic Institute 

Hughes, Victor G. College of Science 

Johnson, Tiaha T. School of Management 

Jones, Ashley J. Polytechnic Institute 

Kakraba-Ampeh, Kwesi First Year Engineering 

Kayonga, Samuel E. Polytechnic Institute 

Kemet, Chinyere M. College of Science 

Kittrell, Nicolette College of Health & Human Sciences 

Kure, Daniel P. College of Liberal Arts 

Long, Drake M. Polytechnic Institute 

Mankins, Jeremy M. College of Education 

Martin, Joshua College of Liberal Arts 

Mbachu, Prisca A. First Year Engineering 

McDowell, Nicholas F. Exploratory Studies 

Miller, Samara College of Liberal Arts 

Mills, Brittany P. First Year Engineering 

Moore, Iris V. College of Agriculture 

Mosley, Navon T. Polytechnic Institute 

Nnaji, Crystal I. College of Pharmacy 

Nuru, Maryam F. First Year Engineering 

Obeng-Gyasi, Barnabas T. College of Science 

Oden, Dominique G. First Year Engineering 

Ogunkoya, Olufiyisola S. First Year Engineering 

Oliver, Kolby M. Polytechnic Institute 

Onadeko, Temilolaoluwa T. First Year Engineering 

Orederu, Motinuolu A. First Year Engineering 

Ramos, Richard R. First Year Engineering 

Sammur, Nadim A. First Year Engineering 

Sanders, Talia R. School of Management 

Scott, Corren A. First Year Engineering 

Smith, Karlin First Year Engineering 

Stewart, Khari Q. Polytechnic Institute 

Thompson, Ariana D. Pre-Pharmacy 

Udombeh, Akanimoh B. First Year Engineering 

Udoyeh, Obinna E. First Year Engineering 

Walker, Godfrey V. First Year Engineering 
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SOPHOMORE Honorees 

Name School/College 

Aaron, Juel A. College of Liberal Arts 

Achola Okot, Tracy School of Chemical Engineering 

Adaramola, Araoluwa A. School of Chemical Engineering 

Adebonojo, Badejo First Year Engineering 

Aduwari, Clare E. Pre-Pharmacy 

Aifuwa, Jonah O. First Year Engineering 

Bailey, Markus L. College of Health & Human Sciences 

Barr, Mary E. Exploratory Studies 

Beamon, Travis R. College of Science 

Beaver, Unique T. College of Liberal Arts 

Begbaaji, Toyosi A. College of Liberal Arts 

Black, Maya M. College of Agriculture 

Brown, Antonie M. School of Management 

Brown, Devonte D. College of Agriculture 

Brown-Anderson, Alexandra A. School of Management 

Brownlee, Verrick A. School of Management 

Bullock, D'Asia D. Pre-Pharmacy 

Burke, Christopher L. First Year Engineering 

Cosby, Jazen C. College of Science 

Crawford, Makayla Polytechnic Institute 

Dantam, Christina R. College of Health & Human Sciences 

Davis, AnnaBell A. College of Science 

Davis, Janelle S. School of Management 

Dejoie, Julianne C. School of Management 

Evans, Ariana School of Management 

Evans, Jalynn M. College of Health & Human Sciences 

Fatunbi, Juliet E. Pre-Pharmacy 

Fields, Clarissa A. First Year Engineering 

Fulgencio, Maria d. School of Management 

Gaskin, Ethan A. First Year Engineering 

Gichaba, Abigael N. College of Science 

Goodwyn, Camille A. College of Health & Human Sciences 

Gunn, Adejiona R. College of Health & Human Sciences 

Harvey, Michael R. Polytechnic Institute 
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Sophomore Honorees 

Name School/College 

Hawthorne, Jana A. First Year Engineering 

Hibbler, Bryce X. College of Science 

Hines, Jacob Alexander K. First Year Engineering 

Holmes, Elexus D. College of Health & Human Sciences 

Hughes, Morgan B. College of Health & Human Sciences 

Hyette, Sidney D. School of Management 

Johnson, Brianna C. Polytechnic Institute 

Malphrus, Henry T. College of Science 

McCreary, Erin E. Polytechnic Institute 

McDaniel, Alyssa S. College of Agriculture 

Mesfin, Abigail K. College of Science 

Middleton, Wesley R. School of Management 

Nin Velez, Alexmar College of Agriculture 

Njeri, Sharon Polytechnic Institute 

Njoroge, Annette N. College of Pharmacy 

Nouiga, Rachad L. First Year Engineering 

Nyaawie, Djata K. First Year Engineering 

Ogbemi-Daibo, Tuopke School of Management 

Parrish, Isaiah I. College of Health & Human Sciences 

Patton, Jeremiah D. School of Management 

Porter, Alexis M. College of Liberal Arts 

Porter, Andrew M. College of Health & Human Sciences 

Reed, Kylee M. College of Health & Human Sciences 

Roach, Antonia M. College of Health & Human Sciences 

Roche, Phyllis M. College of Science 

Ruiz-Daquin, Nicole A. School of Management 

Simpson, Bryce A. Polytechnic Institute 

Smith, Azariah J. Polytechnic Institute 

Tarrance, Courtney R. College of Liberal Arts 

Tillman, Angelic J. College of Health & Human Sciences 

Tolbert, James First Year Engineering 

Ward, Jordan T. Exploratory Studies 

Wassmer, Alexander E. First Year Engineering 

Wells, Brandon J. First Year Engineering 

Wilburn, Alyssa L. College of Health & Human Sciences 

Wisneski, Alyssa College of Health & Human Sciences 

Woods, Savannah K. Polytechnic Institute 

Yigrem, Samuale N. School of Electrical & Computer Engineering 
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 JUNIOR Honorees 

Name School/College 

Abdul-Aleem, Anisah B. School of Mechanical Engineering 

Adams, James C. Polytechnic Institute 

Birt, Nia M. College of Education 

Bostick, Megan E. College of Health & Human Sciences 

Carey, Breeah S. College of Health & Human Sciences 

Charles, Christine C. College of Agriculture 

Cheatham, Deborah L. College of Science 

Coats, Emily A. College of Liberal Arts 

Colvin, Laurita A. College of Liberal Arts 

Crooks, Olivia G. School of Management 

Dala, Dionisio C. School of Management 

Day, David L. School of Management 

Denson, Jayne E. College of Liberal Arts 

Diallo, Kady School of Management 

Diei, Jean-Michael A. College of Science 

Elliott, Daja K. College of Liberal Arts 

Esantsi, Nathan K. School of Mechanical Engineering 

Ezeamaku, Chibuzor Daniel School of Chemical Engineering 

Freitas De Araujo, Pedro Augusto School of Aeronautics & Astronautics Engineering 

French, Jeffrey J. School of Electrical & Computer Engineering 

Guerin, Adam M. College of Science 

Hale, Skyller P. Polytechnic Institute 

Hampton, Kaylah C. College of Liberal Arts 

Hassanein, Adam A. College of Liberal Arts 

Herman, Katelyn M. School of Management 

Huff, Kendria L. College of Agriculture 

Hughes, Maya C. College of Health & Human Sciences 

Jackson, Gavin C. School of Industrial Engineering 

James, Shauntielle T. Pre-Pharmacy 

Kelly, Kynnedy M. College of Science 

Keys, Andreona L. College of Liberal Arts 

Kore, Heaven P. College of Health & Human Sciences 

Lengel, Kelsey T. College of Education 

Madden, Kara E. School of Management 
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JUNIOR Honorees   

Name School/College 

Matthews, Kirt J. School of Management 

Mbakogu, Nneoma F. School of Management 

Mbala-Nkanga, Edzang J. School of Mechanical Engineering 

Mc Nair, Ashli C. College of Health & Human Sciences 

Mendes Teles, Giovana College of Health & Human Sciences 

Miller, Alita F. School of Biomedical Engineering 

Mizinga, Kemmy N. First Year Engineering 

Moore, Shannon D. School of Management 

Nsonwu, Jordan O. Polytechnic Institute 

Osman, Jasmin A. College of Liberal Arts 

Robinson, Delores M. School of Management 

Rogers, Krysta A. College of Liberal Arts 

Rowe, Nicole School of Management 

Sellers, Sean A. Polytechnic Institute 

Shepherd, Shenetha M. College of Liberal Arts 

Shoopman, Seon T. Polytechnic Institute 

Smuts, Sabrina T. College of Agriculture 

Swanigan, Caleb S. College of Education 

Thomas, Cameron M. Polytechnic Institute 

Usman, Abdulhakeem I. College of Science 

Vaden, Breana N. Pre-Pharmacy 

Ward, Myles J. Polytechnic Institute 

Westbrook, Tyler J. Polytechnic Institute 

Wigfall, Crescent N. College of Liberal Arts 

Wilburn, Deon L. College of Liberal Arts 

Wilkinson, Danielle S. College of Liberal Arts 

Williams, Dannah I. School of Management 

Williams, Jordan M. School of Management 

Wilson, Chantel J. Polytechnic Institute 

Young, Darren C. School of Management 
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Name School/College 

Abaddi, Rebecca A. College of Science 

Adams Poff, Sabre P. College of Liberal Arts 

Adetayo, Oluwatoni A. School of Chemical Engineering 

Akande, Alabi-Michael P. College of Liberal Arts 

Allen, Ahkiya L. College of Science 

Bailey, Shari N. College of Liberal Arts 

Baines, Courtney C. School of Chemical Engineering 

Ball, Roya L. College of Agriculture 

Birchfield, James H. School of Electrical & Computer Engineering 

Bronson, Celeste Division of Environmental & Ecological Engineering 

Campbell, Joshua A. Polytechnic Institute 

Carson, Savannah A. College of Liberal Arts 

Chatrath, Anjuli T. College of Science 

Clark, Kennedy I. College of Liberal Arts 

Cody, Taylor E. College of Liberal Arts 

Cole, Patrick A. School of Electrical & Computer Engineering 

Colquitt, Jade A. School of Management 

Dadson, Joshua N. College of Health & Human Sciences 

Dankwah, Isaac K. School of Management 

Duke, Nadia C. School of Management 

Edison, Jasmine L. College of Liberal Arts 

Edwards, Lauren A. Polytechnic Institute 

Emeli, Theresa O. College of Science 

Erby, Aisha J. College of Health & Human Sciences 

Farley, Nicholas College of Science 

Fazle, Trilliah E. College of Health & Human Sciences 

Folarin-Amode, Faridat O. College of Science 

Francis, Blair N. School of Aeronautics & Astronautics Engineering 

Frey, Sara F. College of Liberal Arts 

Fritzen, Heather K. College of Agriculture 

Gaildon, Ali M. College of Science 

Ghazali, Mohammed D. School of Agricultural & Biological Engineering 

Gibbs, Lisa C. College of Science 

Goins, Afton M. College of Health & Human Sciences 

Goodwin, Marissa E. College of Agriculture 

SENIOR Honorees   
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SENIOR Honorees   

Name School/College 

Graham, Jazlyn C. Polytechnic Institute 

Green, Caitlyn J. College of Science 

Green, Saayande R. School of Management 

Greene, Raelyn N. College of Health & Human Sciences 

Hall, Jorie School of Management 

Hall, Latrice M. School of Management 

Harris, Arryn T. College of Agriculture 

Harris, Jared A. School of Management 

Hawthorne, Charles A. College of Agriculture 

Hugghis, Eli J. College of Agriculture 

Hughel-Deeds, Leila M. College of Health & Human Sciences 

Jackson, Azzedin R. School of Materials Engineering 

Jenkins, Briana M. School of Management 

Johnson, Destiny M. College of Liberal Arts 

Jones, Alycia A. Veterinary Technology 

Jones, DeAngila T. College of Health & Human Sciences 

Jordan, Aireyl S. College of Health & Human Sciences 

King, Joseph L. College of Agriculture 

Kipp, Sierra D. College of Agriculture 

Larkin, Austin B. College of Health & Human Sciences 

Lee, Ashanti M. Veterinary Technology 

Long, Madison M. School of Management 

Lung, Miranda S. Polytechnic Institute 

Martin, Aaron D. School of Mechanical Engineering 

Massey, Jordan A. College of Science 

Matthews, Destiny R. College of Health & Human Sciences 

Mbeledogu, Dubem R. School of Chemical Engineering 

Mbongo, William E. College of Science 

Miles, Jasmine E. College of Health & Human Sciences 

Muntz, Nathan A. College of Science 

N'dri, N'sanh M. College of Science 

Neal, Christian T. School of Aeronautics & Astronautics Engineering 

Nigh, Joseph A. College of Agriculture 

Nyhus, Jonathan R. School of Aeronautics & Astronautics Engineering 
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SENIOR Honorees   
Name School/College 

Odimayomi, Tolulope O. School of Chemical Engineering 

Ogbeifun, Osamudiamen O. College of Agriculture 

Onyeukwu, Chinyere College of Health & Human Sciences 

Osarenkhoe, Osazuwa M. School of Biomedical Engineering 

Parker, Nathifa J. College of Health & Human Sciences 

Payne, Lauren E. School of Chemical Engineering 

Pillay, Srisha College of Health & Human Sciences 

Puckett, Sydney N. School of Mechanical Engineering 

Queeman, Kathyana A. College of Liberal Arts 

Rivers, Danielle E. College of Science 

Roberts, Alexus S. College of Science 

Robinson, Demi S. College of Health & Human Sciences 

Roggenbuck, Keelee E. School of Civil Engineering 

Ruiz, Derek M. Polytechnic Institute 

Sameshima, Avery K. College of Health & Human Sciences 

Scales, Umi D. College of Science 

Scissom, Janel B. College of Liberal Arts 

Sexton, Darryl E. School of Civil Engineering 

Shelby, Dominique J. School of Management 

Smith, Briana L. College of Health & Human Sciences 

Smith, Hannah L. School of Management 

Toler, Dazah M. College of Education 

Tucker, Jaylon B. School of Mechanical Engineering 

Vassall, Amanda D. College of Liberal Arts 

Wade, Cassidy S. College of Health & Human Sciences 

Welch, Veronica S. College of Pharmacy 

Wicks, Cameron J. College of Agriculture 

Wilhight, Clinton L. School of Management 

Williams, Adam H. School of Chemical Engineering 

Williamson, DeForest K. College of Health & Human Sciences 

Wilson, Jasmine A. School of Management 

Woods, Tenaizus L. College of Science 

Young, Latrice P. College of Liberal Arts 

Zhang, Xiao School of Civil Engineering 
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Professional student Honorees  

 

Name School/College 

Agbah, Dennis D. Doctor of Pharmacy 

Asmah, Benjamin K. Doctor of Pharmacy 

Brewer, Shanice L. Doctor of Pharmacy 

Evans, Destiny L. Veterinary Medicine 

Eze, Chidiebere Doctor of Pharmacy 

Harris, Annadele R. Veterinary Medicine 

Kariuki, Naomi Doctor of Pharmacy 

Malan, Herve R. Doctor of Pharmacy 

Martin, Teneia M. Doctor of Pharmacy 

Muhoro, Caroline N. Doctor of Pharmacy 

Ojibah, Benedicta N. Doctor of Pharmacy 

Strode, Adrianna N. Doctor of Pharmacy 

Tekle-Wold, Sewlanchi Doctor of Pharmacy 

Whitney, India S. Doctor of Pharmacy 

Whitt, D'Eric U. Doctor of Pharmacy 

Williams, Arthur J. Doctor of Pharmacy 

Willis, William M. Veterinary Medicine 

Wondimu, Yiftusira G. Doctor of Pharmacy 

Yeboah, Kwadwo A. Doctor of Pharmacy 
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PBAO Endowed Scholarship 
 

Janet Roque-Torres 

 

DaZah Toler 

  Presidential Scholarship 
 

Kamri Tuck 

Roger Blalock Scholarship 
 

TBD 

Black Caucus of Faculty and Staff Officers  
 

Chair Pamala Morris, PhD 
Vice-Chair Jacquelyn Thomas-Miller, PhD 
Secretary/Historian Dorothy Reed, PhD                                                                                                                                                                         

Treasurer Johnny E. Brown, PhD 
Fiscal Planner Zenephia E. Evans, PhD 

Parliamentarian Vetria Byrd, PhD 
Webmaster Matilda B. Stokes 

Membership Chair Sam Labi, PhD 
Member at Large David Rollock, PhD 
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FRESHMAN 
 

Meagan Z. Cooper 

Abdulganiyu O. Gborigi 

SOPHOMORE 
 

 

Maya M. Black 

Christian R. Dantam 

AnnaBell A. Davis 

Janelle S. Davis 

Jacob Alexander K. Hines 

Savannah K. Woods 

JUNIOR 
 

                          Kirt J. Matthews 

                                              Breana N. Vaden 

                                              Jordan M. Williams 

Highest GPA In each Class Award 

SENIOR 
 

  Kwadwo A. Yeboah 

 

Professional Student 
 

Patrick A. Cole 

Clara E. Bell Award 
 
 

Joshua Dadson  
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Service and Leadership award 

Juel Aaron 

Lawrence Baryoh 

Kennedy Clark 

Madeline DeLucenay 

Jasmine Edison 

Lauren Edwards 

Terrence Jackson 

Madison Long 

Miranda Lung 

Steven Ogbonna 

Alexus Roberts 

Meron Tamene 

DaZah Toler  
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BLACK CAUCUS PATRONS  

Tracy and Larry Barr  

Dr. and Mrs. Esantsi 

Timothy and Janice Lengel 

Drs. Alysa C. and David Rollock 

Dr. Joseph Thomas III and Mrs. Renee 

Thomas 

 Boniface Udombeh 

                                          

SPECIAL THANKS 

 

Provost Deba Dutta and 

 all the best as you begin your  

new journey. 
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Dr. Johnny Brown  

Dr. Zenephia Evans  

Dr. Jacquelyn Thomas-Miller - Program Chair 

Dr. Pamala Morris  

Dr. David Rollock  

Dr. Dorothy Reed  

Ms. Matilda Stokes  
 

 

 

Special Thanks to:   

Aarion Cook  

James Dekle 

Kia Hill 

Renee Thomas 

Volunteers 

 

 

 BLACK CAUCUS OF FACULTY AND STAFF 

AWARDS PROGRAM COMMITTEE 2017 
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Goal $25,000 

 

$20,000 

 

$15,000 

 

$13,000 

 

Raised 

$12,000!  

 

$10,000 

 

$5,000 

 

$2,000 

 

$0 
 

 

 

Please join the members of the   

Purdue Black Caucus of Faculty and 

Staff who have started raising funds 

for an endowed scholarship for  

African American students.  

 

We would like for you to consider 

donating to the BCFS  

Endowed Scholarship fund. 

 

We need to raise $25,000 to  

receive a matching gift of 

$25,000 from an anonymous 

donor.  

 

We need $13,000 more to reach 

our goal! 
 
 

 

 

Thank you to all the  

generous supporters to date! 

 Please consider contributing to support this 

affordable education initiative for African 

American students at Purdue University 

during the annual day of giving on April 29, 

2017.  Contact Zenephia Evans, PhD at  

765-494-1760 for more information. 
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Congratulations 

On behalf of the College of Science, we would like to congratulate all 

the Science student honorees and the Black Caucus of Faculty and 

Staff on 42 years of recognizing outstanding students. 
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The Chi Phi Omega Chapter of  

Alpha Kappa  

Alpha Sorority, INC.  

Congratulates  

Taylor Cody, DaJanae Dye, Jorie Hall,  

and DeAngila Jones of Epsilon Rho chapter,  

on their academic achievements. 

 

Krys,  
 
We are beyond proud of your many accomplish-
ments!  You continue to amaze us with your hard 
work and determination.  There is no end to the 
possibilities when it comes to your future!  You 
should be so proud of yourself.  You did this.   
You earned it.  You deserve it. 
 
Love,  
Mom, Tommy, Bryson and Bella   
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Congratulations 
DeAngila! 

We are so proud of  
you! 
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Congratulations D’Eric Whitt! 

 

We are so proud of all your accomplishments. 

Stay focused on your goal and know that the sky is the limit. 

 

We Love you! 

 
 

Lanita Goins Tony Wills  

Ron and Judith Hill  Aunt Crystal Douglass 

Juronna  Andrika Wills  

Crystal and Carl   Paris  
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On behalf  of the family of Boniface Udombeh,  I  

congratulate you, Akanimoh Udombeh, on your award of 

academic excellence and diligence during the 42nd  
Annual Academic and Service Awards of the Black  

Caucus of Faculty and Staff of Purdue University.  We are 

elated to celebrate this award and we are very proud of all 
that you have accomplished. 

I pray God to sustain your effort! 
Congratulations and all the best, 

Mr. Boniface Udombeh 

Semperfi with love, your proud family  

We want to congratulate our nephew, Nicholas 
McDowell, on your academic success at Purdue 
University.  Keep up the good work and always 

strive to do your very best. 
We Love you! 
Your Aunts: 

Paula, Sandra, Judith  
and Lisa Frederick 

 

On behalf of the members of 

the Black Caucus of Faculty 

and Staff, we congratulate the 

students being honored at the 

42nd Annual Awards  

Program! 
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Khari, 
 
Congratulations on your accomplishments and being  
recognized for your academic performance and service 
leadership. I’m extremely proud of you. I know you 
will go far in life.  Keep up the good work.  
 
Love you more than you know!   
 
Big Hugs and Kisses 
 
Darlene 



 

                                                                                                                                                                     36                                                                                                                                                                                                     



 

37 



 

                                                                                                                                                                     38                                                                                                                                                                                                     



 

39 
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CONGRATULATES 

The Purdue University College of Veterinary  

Medicine embraces the values associated with  

a culture of diversity and inclusion, with the  

expectation that everyone has a responsibility  

to foster an environment that is open and  

welcoming. 

In that spirit, Purdue Veterinary Medicine  

faculty, staff and students congratulate the  

honorees on their academic accomplishments. vet.purdue.edu THE 2017 HONOREES 

PURDUE UNIVERSITY 

VETERINARY 

MEDICINE 

COLLEGE 
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Dr. Ronald J. Stephens, Director 

100 University Street, Beering Hall Room 6182 

West Lafayette, IN 47907 

Phone: 765-494-5680 

www.cla.purdue.edu/african-american 

AFRICAN AMERICAN  

STUDIES AND  

Building an intellectual community for the 21st century 

Congratulations to the Purdue  
Black Caucus of Faculty and Staff  

on your 42nd Annual  
Service and Awards Program! 

 

African American Studies and Research Center 
Joins The Purdue Black Caucus in Recognizing Excellence  

in Academics and Service.  

AASRC Calendar of Events 2017 

Spring Lecture 

 
Monday, April 24, 2017 

Dr. Reynaldo Ortiz-Minaya 

“Sugar, Slavery, and Plantation Space in  

19th Century Cuba, 1820-1886." 


